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Madison County EMA Introduces New Alert Radios 
After Feb. 6, 2012, the Madison 
County Alert Radios will change 
over to the new Advisor Alert 
Radios (AARs).  The original 
tone alert radios distributed in 
the 1990s may be dropped off 
for recycling at Madison County 
fire stations.  
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Recent  Progress on the Blue Grass Army Depot Demilitarization Effort. 

Since 1982 the Occupational 
Safety and Health Administra-
tion (OSHA) has been partner-
ing with worksites that achieve 
target goals for occupational 
safety and health by managing 
the voluntary protection pro-
gram (VPP). Within the VPP, star 
status is an indication of low 
injury and illness rates com-
pared to the respective industry 
and the ability to self-manage 
these factors. Although star 
members are reevaluated every 
three to five years, incident 
rates are reviewed annually, 
self-evaluations are conducted, 
and rights and responsibilities 
under the Occupational Safety 
and Health Act are retained. 

All sites covered by OSHA are 
eligible to participate in the 
VPP, but only 17 sites are listed  

on the OSHA website as having 
achieved star status in Ken-
tucky. The Blue Grass Chemical 
Agent-Destruction Pilot plant 
(BGCAPP) has undergone site 
investigations and a detailed 
review of health and safety 
programs resulting in the 
achievement of VPP star status. 
The systems contractor Bechtel  

Parsons Blue Grass (BPBG) has 
spoke of the construction site 
“safety culture” at numerous 
public meetings and this dis-
tinction is no doubt one that all 
team members can be proud of. 

For more information please 
visit www.madison-county-
ema.com or call 859-624-
4787. 



Construction at the Blue Grass 
Chemical Agent-Destruction 
Pilot Plant (BGCAPP) during 
2011 focused primarily on the 
control and support building 
(CSB), utility building, munitions 
demilitarization building (MDB), 
and supercritical water oxida-
tion (SCWO) process build-
ing.  Currently, concrete founda-
tions are in place and BGCAPP 
is waiting for modules for the 
laboratory building.   
 
Significant structural develop-
ment has taken place on the 
CSB with present activities con-
sisting  primarily of heating, 
ventilation, and air conditioning 

(HVAC), electric, as well as  
plumbing installation, with 
some metal wall studs and 
sheet  rock  s t i l l  be ing 
erected.  Construction of the 
utility building also consists of 
electric, piping, and HVAC in-
stallation.  Moving forward in 
2012, the MDB has begun to 
see significant structural devel-
opment.  Electric, piping, and 
some internal tanks have been 
placed, as well.  Tanks are be-
ing placed in the SCWO process 
building to allow for structural 
development to take place 
around those tanks. 

BGCAPP Update 
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Initially used to test concrete pours, the 
mock wall is now used to test sealants and 
epoxies to be used at the BGCAPP site. 

Preparation of the Division of 
Waste Management (DWM) 
satellite office for the oversight 
of the Blue Grass Chemical 
Agent-Destruction Pilot Plant 
(BGCAPP) has been completed.  
The office is ready for occu-
pancy except for the installation 
of the T1 lines giving the inspec-
tors access to their Frankfort-
based databases. Once these 
lines are installed the staff at 
the Richmond Satellite Office 
(RSO) will  include Amy 
McCracken (environmental 

scientist) and Huff Hammond 
(environmental inspector) from 
the Field Operations Branch 
who are assigned to BGCAPP as 
their primary duty.  Personnel 
from the Blue Grass Army Depot 
(BGAD) section permitting staff 
will also be on hand in the satel-
lite office to facilitate the per-
mitting process as needed. 

The move to Richmond will help 
ensure more constant and ac-
cessible oversight of BGCAPP by 
placing the inspectors closer to 

the site.  Any permitting or in-
spection activity will be easier 
to conduct and coordinate.  
Response time will also be de-
creased dramatically by the 
move.  As the project gets 
closer to completion staffing 
levels will increase.  Eventually 
there will be six environmental 
inspectors, an environmental 
scientist,  and an administra-
tion specialist working full time 
out of the RSO. 

Richmond Satellite Office 

The Resource Conservation and 
Recovery Act (RCRA) requires 
anyone who owns or operates a 
facility where hazardous waste 
is treated, stored, or disposed 
of to obtain a RCRA permit. The 
permit application consists of 
parts A and B. The Part A in-
cludes a variety of information 
to properly characterize the 
facility. In the state of Kentucky 
the Part A information require-
ments are defined on form DEP-
7058A and can be found at 
waste.ky.gov. 

General information requested 
on this form pertains to facility, 
owner, and operator. Existing 
environmental permits are 
noted. More specific RCRA data 
involves each process descrip-
tion and capacity. 

The hazardous waste items are 
then further broken down into 
individual waste streams and 
associated RCRA waste codes. 

Some reasons to revise a Part A 

application could include facility 
changes concerning key person-
nel or physical changes at the 
facility such as adding proc-
esses or waste streams. 

Part A information for each 
treatment storage and disposal 
facility (TSDF) is kept in a na-
tional database for tracking and 
other organizational purposes 
providing an overview of RCRA-
related activities taking place at 
various facilities. 

The Part A of a RCRA Permit 

Construction is currently 45 
percent complete on the 
BGCAPP project, which employs 
913 workers, 750 of which are 
from the Richmond area.  The 
remaining 163 staff members 
are from, or are located outside 
of; Richmond, Ky. in Pasco, 
Wash., San Diego, Calif., Co-
lumbus, Ohio, and Frederick, 
Md.   
 
The project has contributed 
over $76.5 million to Kentucky 
companies with $45.5 million 
going directly to Madison and 
surrounding counties.  Local 
payroll has amounted to $207 
million.  

The soothing mauve hued RSO workstations. 



Aerial view of BGCAPP site taken in December 2011 

The Kentucky Department for Environmental Pro-

tection does not discriminate on the basis of race, 

color, religion, sex, ancestry, age, disability, or veteran 

status.  The department provides on request, reason-

able accommodations necessary to afford an individ-

ual with a disability an equal opportunity to partici-

pate in all services, programs, and activities.  To re-

quest materials in an alternate format, please call 502-

564-6716.  Persons with hearing and speech impair-

ments can contact the agency using the Kentucky 

Relay Service, a toll-free telecommunication device 

for the deaf (TDD).  For voice to TDD, call 800-648

-6057. For TDD to voice, call 800-648-6056.     

Kentucky Department for 
Environmental Protection 

Blue Grass Army Depot Section 
200 Fair Oaks Lane 
Frankfort KY 40601 

Phone: 502-564-6716, ext. 4507 
Web: waste.ky.gov 
E-mail: daniel.walker@ky.gov 

 
 
 
 
The mission of the Kentucky Division of Waste 
Management is to protect human health and 
the environment by minimizing adverse 
impacts on all citizens of the Commonwealth 
through the development of fair, equitable, 
and effective waste management programs. 
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